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Sadie Hawkin’s Dance is quickly approaching
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Sadies is around the corner for the first 
time at Boomers. Read more to see the 
benefits and perks that Boomers offers.

Love is in the air

Special Feature
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Spanish Club experiences a new culture

News Feature
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Spanish Club had the opportunity to experience 
Chicano culture through the Museum of Latin 
American Art.

C u r r e n t  E v e n t
BY HEIDI KIM
News Editor

What are you doing on Valentine’s 
Day? The Informer covers fun facts 
and features top choices about this 
informal holiday.

Surf City MUN Conference provides a good experience

Antidote International to host Rock for Relief tonight
BY IRENE HWANG
News Feature Editor

BY ROSIE KAUR
Staff Writer

IN CONFERENCE: Secretary-General Katheryn S. Lee raises her placard to speak in the North and South Korean 
Crisis Cabinet, representing Hyung-kyu Maeng.
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Cerritos High School Model United Nations 
(MUN) delegates attended the annual Surf City MUN 
Conference on Feb. 3-4 at Huntington Beach High 
School. 

Cerritos HS brought over 150 delegates from the 
sophomore, junior, and senior MUN classes. They came 
back with over 50 awards. Approximately 29 CHS del-
egates received the Commendation award, 18 received 
Outstandings, and five received the Best Delegate 
award. The Best Delegates were Senior Rishi Kaul, Ify 
Anene, Paul Lee, Junior Amanda Lee, and Sophomore 
Varshini Satish. 

“The Surf City conference was extremely nerve 
wracking, but it was worth it in the end for most of 
us that worked hard. I am extremely proud of the Cer-
ritos HS MUN delegates and I cannot wait to prove the 
skills I have gained through competing at the next con-
ference,” said Sophomore Ashmit Adarsh. 

This year, our delegates debated about various 
different issues ranging from nuclear disarmament to 
rights for women. There was also a crisis committee 
in which delegates represented officials from the North 
and South Korean cabinet. 

The CHS delegates did an overall amazing job at 
this conference. They worked hard and spent numer-
ous hours in preparation. This was only the second 
advanced conference that the sophomores attended; 
considering this circumstance, they performed extraor-
dinarily well. 

“The Huntington Beach conference was truly quite 
an experience, that I am likely to remember the rest 
of this year. I got to fully experience what it felt like 
to prepare at literally the last minute. All the Cerritos 
MUN-ners were amazing and CHS should be proud 
to have been represented by such a talented group of 
people,” said Junior Vivian Fang. 

“I felt that our school did extremely well this con-
ference considering the hectic schedule we had. Every-
one tried their best and the result was great,” said Junior 
Tony Kim. 

“The conference was super fun and now I am just 
happy that I get to have a Sunday off to watch the Super 
Bowl,” said Junior Ganesh Tilve.

The MUN juniors will be attending the Nationals 
Conference in New York on March 3-10. This confer-
ence takes place in the actual United Nations building 
in New York and is highly competitive.

Next week, a handful of seniors will be attending 
a conference held at Duke University from Feb. 12-19, 
while visiting Washington D.C. and North Carolina.

Antidote International’s seventh annual “Rock for Relief” is to be host-
ed tonight from 6:30-9 p.m. at the Brewer Theater. This year’s benefit con-
cert is centered on education in Africa and all the proceeds will be donated 
to The Supply Education. Tickets are being sold for $7 from any officer or 
member and $10 at the door. 

This year, with the increasing problems posed by the lack of education, 
Antidote International has decided to support The Supply Education, a non-
profit organization that aims to build a secondary school in a slum village in 
Lenana, Kenya. The club hopes to further the understanding of the students 
about the effects of this issue and show them ways they can take action to 
help the less fortunate children.

Antidote International has also invited several local bands and You-

Tube stars to entertain the audience during this informative event. This 
year’s performers include Alexa Yoshimoto, Kevin Lien, Nessa Rica Ra-
mos, Chris Pham from Seriously, and Krystle Tugadi. 

“Booking artists was really stressful and time consuming but I feel like 
it was all worth it,” said Public Relations Nancy Kim. “We really hope that 
this year’s Rock for Relief is successful and that all our hard work pays 
off.”

Since last summer, the Antidote International officers have been plan-
ning, writing scripts, booking bands, and contacting The Supply Education 
in order to make Rock for Relief as prepared as possible. Presidents Mary 
Anne Choi and Nita Kim had also met with the founder and directors of The 
Supply Education over summer vacation to discuss more about the educa-
tion crisis in Africa.

“During the summer, we had an opportunity to meet with the executive 
board for the Supply Education Group, which is the organization we are 
going to be sponsoring. It was admirable how they turned their Ivy-League 

education into tools of altruism,” said Kim.
Eddo Kim, the founder and executive director of The Supply Education 

Group, is currently attending Harvard University for his Master of Educa-
tion in International Education Policy. 

Through this, Antidote International was able to see how he put his 
education into action by breaking the chains of global poverty. Inspired by 
this, Antidote International had decided to support their organization for this 
year’s Rock for Relief. 

“While preparing for Rock for Relief, we were able to work with a 
Non-Governmental Organization which was truly a wonderful experience,” 
said Choi. “Through this collaboration, I hope that we can support The Sup-
ply in accomplishing their goal of building a secondary school in Lenana.”

After months of preparation, Antidote International hopes for a success-
ful night in delivering the important message of education to the students 
and in showing how the students can take action in supporting education in 
Africa. 

Middle Class Scholarship Act would cut 
tuition by 2/3 for middle-income families

On Wednesday, Democratic Assembly Speaker 
John A. Pérez proposed the Middle Class Scholarship 
Act that can help struggling middle-class families pay 
for the rising cost of CSU and UC tuition fees by cut-
ting costs by nearly two-thirds.

Middle-income families have been turning to stu-
dent loans to cover the rising costs of college tuition, 
often leading to debt. Throughout the college applica-
tion process, students have not failed to apply for fi-
nancial aid, scholarships, and grants that may alleviate 
the financial burden college fees have on families.

However, the Middle Class Scholarship Act may 
provide a solution to thousands of families.

Students with family incomes less than $150,000 
but failing to receive financial aid are eligible for the 
scholarship. The ongoing pressure that middle-class 
families have been facing regarding the rising college 
tuition throughout the past decade may finally be al-
leviated.

As stated by the scholarship’s new web site, Pérez 
stated the rise in university fees, including community 
colleges, since 2003: CSU and UC tuition has jumped 
to 191 percent and 145 percent respectively. 

The Middle Class Scholarship Act gives CSU 
students the opportunity to save $4,000 per year or 
$16,000 throughout a four-year period, and UC stu-
dents can save approximately $8,200 a year or $33,000 

over a four-year time span.
Community colleges will be allocated $150 mil-

lion to be used at their discretion; some other benefits 
as a result of this include the expansion of fee waivers 
and grants to help pay for books, transportation, and 
other necessities.

The proposed plan will be beneficial to about 
150,000 CSU students and 42,000 UC students, cut-
ting costs for thousands of middle-class families.

To fund for such a costly reduction, the Single 
Sales Factor loophole will be closed down; this tax 
break that benefits out-of-state corporations has been 
characterized as “wasteful,” as it temporarily raised 
taxes as part of a 2009 agreement. Closing down this 
program gives the Middle Class Scholarship over $1 
billion.

“The pressures of the recession and massive fee 
increases have eroded, or even ended, the dream of 
higher education...now it is time for our state to rein-
vest in our system of higher education,” said Pérez.

However, this sliver of hope for struggling mid-
dle-class families may be eclipsed by the opposing 
Republican view.

In order to pass through legislation, a two-thirds 
majority vote is required; although Democrats wish to 
remove the tax break to pay for the scholarship plan, 
Republicans believe that canceling this 2009 proposal 
will stop help for job creators. 

Others believe that middle-class families already 
have enough aid; however, many students and families 
have been showing much support for the proposal.

FUNDING EDUCATION FOR ALL: Assembly Speaker John A. Pérez rallies a crowd to garner support for 
education. His proposal to aid middle-income families has already received much support from the community.


